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Narcotics Bj¥ NL 500

Iy GREGG  HERRINGTON

Assoclated Pregs Writer » ‘
VASHINGTON AP - The fadsral narcoticg-control chief indicateg

Wbdnesdaf the heroin traffic which he saiqd k111ls hundreds ang coats

3.5 b1lllon annually 1s gustalned 4n part by governmantal inaction

@ officlals» conivance in gevaral foralen cowmntriey ., '
John Imzergoll, director of thHe Bureau of Narcotlcs ang Dangerous

ugn, t0ld congressmen the Problem is so wildegpread that throughout

Sou%henot Anla middlae-level govermment officlalg ant military man

ore traffick1n§ in opium which 1g converted into heroin and sold

to American soldiers in South Vietnam, "
Incergollsy testimony belore the Houme Selact Committee on Crime

roucht damands fronm soma members for a %et-tough attituie on the

Eﬁrt of tho Unitad States to induce greater cooperation in controlling
8 International heroin traffic, France came in for particula

gharp criticiam, : 4
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’ ] pa 6 Tt aratn sndconomy causad by heroin
traffic 1a ag high ag iz.ﬁ billion a year, This inclvdes, he said,

thetcost of crime committes by addicts as well an the law enforcement
coats, I
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ingaraoll naild the preat mmjority of heroin in the Unlted States—soms
eatimates are 00 per cent-conzs irom opium grown In Turkey and
rrocassed into heroin in Iiznze,
Ia pald ‘‘we are confident the Turkish govermment could enforce
a total ban?s on oplum AT 5t hma the inc ination.
o deolindd to recommemd that Turke¥ be pressured to do this but said,
‘“Ya shall continue to work for?s a total international ban on
cpivm production, )
Ingargoll pnid fhat following a recent trip to opium-growin% oo
n&ﬁqons he hnan racommended a multie top Erogram aimad immedia elﬁ at
Intercepti 1llo§a1 heroin headed for U8, nervicemsn anl the Unitea
dtaten 1taslf vhils alao 8triving for long.range goals auch eg .
convarting Turkish farmers %o erovs other than the ofium popyy. ‘
e refused to dlscuns his recommendmtions and sall they are currently
ing considered hy the Fixon aiministration, ‘
Ref’ Charles B, Ranzel, D-N.Y., commiites Chairman Clauvie Pepper,
I'la,, and othera on the pansl complained that Ingersoll *s
$00.man BNDD forca is not laree enough, o :
ina b Papgar anl RQF. Jeroms Waldie, D-Calif,, meveral panel members
mid 1% 13 time for the United States to get touwh with countries.
involved in oplum crowing and heroin Production,
Noting that most U,3, horoin 1s made in France from opium grown in-
Trrkey, Pepper saild 1,100 Hew York City residents die each vear from
Baroiln overdoses,
$¢Tf the Fronch fired rockatg into New York City every dai ani killed
three or four residants esoh time you can imagine the publle outcry, »

M anid, : .

e o%ghh to be veri inalstent with the French, »» Papper sald, *%we
qmgoct em ag our ff ondl to treat this as an emergency, ** ne aidedq,
ddc¢laring that only 100 French agente are tryinz to stop heroin )

In%eraoll told regortors that 4t 1a his impreasion from his trip that
mriloipation in the opium traffie in Southeapt Anin is Tairly

common among middla-level governmant officlals,

lla noted a Bouth Vietnamass leginlator was recently jailled for
1rana£ort1n% drugs and said others in the legislature and executive
ranch of the govermnent alao are involved,

Nevertheless, Ingersoll gai I 41d not find ona unresponsive??
izh-level government officla en his trip,
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